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The Black Perspective 
Introduction of the 2004-2005 Editors 
Hey, Black Perspective readers! Let me 
introduce myself. My name is Sarah Elizabeth Sharon 
Harris and I'll be one of the co-editor for next year's 
Black Perspective. I'm a junior Public Relations 
major with minors in marketing and e-commerce. 
Currently I'm the president of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
an RA in Stuart Hall, and treasurer for the Black 
Perspective. A couple of years ago I was a section 
editor. One thing I've noticed about our campus is 
that students are passionately opinionated, but some 
are hesitant to write about their opinions. Hopefully, 
Tish and I can influence students to share their diverse 
views with the Black Perspective. We have a lot of 
goals this upcoming year for the newsletter and we're 
excited to still be a part of it! 
Hello everyone, my name is Daniel Saravia, 
most people just call me Danny. I am a 21-year-old 
3rd year student majoring in Journalism. I would first 
like to thank Rachel and Aprille for giving me the 
opportunity to write for the Black Perspective. 
Although I am not African American they let me 
express myself on what I would want to say. Recently 
I was given an opportunity to become an assistant 
editor for next year and I gladly would love to. Being 
Hispanic I feel that we can do more for this paper and 
more for the few minorities on campus to get closer. I 
am trying to become a sports writer personally but I 
feel that together we can create the best issue the 
Black Perspective has seen. 
I look forward to working with you all, and 
look forward to a great year we will have making 
*To contact The Black Perspective staff in regards to 
opinions, responses, and to become a guest/permanent 
writer contact us at: 
BlackPerspective2003 @yahoo.com 
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In Dedication of the 
Women in our lives 
"Woman" - Marcus Garvey 
Submitted by James Carter 
What the night is to the day, is woman 
to man. The period of change that 
brings us light out of darkness, darkness 
out of light, and semi-light out of 
darkness are like the changes we find in 
woman day by day. 
She makes one happy, then miserable. 
You are to her kind, then unkind. 
Constant yet inconstant. Thus we have 
WOMAN. No REAL MAN can do 
without her. 
Mourning the Morning (in dedication of Agiee-the silent 
hero) 
By Rachel Lawson 
She always sat in the dark 
I assumed it was because it was cooler in the daytime heat of 
Africa 
Until I noticed her sitting in the dark at night 
She was so close to the wall trying to blend in, trying to hide 
I smiled, ignorant and turned on the bright and revealing light 
Its amazing how the light captures fresh bruises, new black 
eyes, scratches, and wounds 
My memory flashed back to all the times she hid in the dark 
And reality hit and I finally knew why 
I quickly became a hero 
I would tackle whatever and whoever did this and the abuse 
would stop now 
All she had to do was tell me who 
She told me and I told her my plan, as the result of being 
raised in a different culture to disrupt this routine of being 
abused 
The only problem was when the morning arrived 
The mourning said I don't want you to come to my culture 
and disrupt what is accepted 
The mourning said I would only cause more bruises 
The morning was praying for that comforting night 
And the morning willed me not to tell 
To do nothing 
Every slap in the face wasn't that bad 
It would heal 
I should just forget about it and not let it affect my journey 
In the end it became my journey 
From the dark to the light 
The day when the sun can shine rather than trying to hide in 
the dark 
My journey to understand why the sun hides 
And the morning mourns 
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Auntie Brenda - my true influence 
By Charnita Westry 
I thought long and hard about this and to be very honest there is so much that I could write about the 
females in my life considering there are my mom, two sisters, ten aunts, and four grandmothers. After I 
weighed all the pros and cons of discussing certain people, I decided that I would share the influence of my 
favorite aunt, Auntie Brenda. 
Brenda is the second to youngest child out of seven, and though all of my aunts and uncles have 
different personalities, hers is truly something. My aunt is real, honest, direct, crazy, and educated (on a 
street and book level). Some people in the family say that I should have been her child, because we're so 
much alike. Auntie Brenda will tell you like it is no matter what; she doesn't care if she hurts feelings, or if 
you don't want to hear what she has to say, she calls it like she sees it. Her main interests are anything 
related to criminal justice. She went to college for just that, and as far back as I can remember she has 
worked with youths at places like Job Corps, and through the social services department. 
Although I really think she would deny it if you asked her now, I believe she loves to be around 
younger people. That's why she has always been the favorite aunt of all my cousins and me. Over the years 
I think she has had at least six of her nieces and nephews, including me, stay with her and her children for 
whatever reason. And as bad as she might clown us, she really loves us, and treats us just like we're her 
equal or one of her children. I can't explain all that I've learned from her over the years, but the most 
important thing I've learned is to always be true to myself and those around me. My aunt has never changed 
anything about herself, her beliefs, or her personality no matter whom she was around, and I really admire 
that. She gives people who she is and if they don't like it or can't accept it, she tells them to keep moving. 
That's what I want to be like 4real. I've picked up some of her traits though, like her up -front attitude and 
her cursing problem. But those aren't necessarily bad things; in fact I like those things about both her and 
me. Even my friends who have met her love her. She doesn't change no matter what and people can 
respect that even if they don't respect her. Plus she's one of the biggest clowns I know so that's another 
reason why everyone loves her. My aunt is sick now from years of smoking, but she still keeps working and 
her attitude is still the same. When someone that's in their 40's, who's extra militant, yet extra silly, listens 
to your music, can hang with you and your jokes, and through illness has remained optimistic, she's bound 
to be cool. .. and admirable. 
The Poem of Forgiveness 
Jose Juan Pomales 
Am I to be mad? 
Or am I to be good? 
The Black Perspective 4 
I never meant to make you sad 
Nor leave you misunderstood 
To awake you from a false illusion 
A delusion that has to stop 
For it has made an even bigger dissolution 
On this already loose knot 
Differences remain in cultures 
Yet still there are no cures 
Diverse perspectives are nurtured 
That take away these lures 
This is why I come 
As a man and not a mere child 
To make a new welcome 
An bring forth a smile 
Some aspects I cannot understand about myself 
This is why I need you to help me comprehend 
To get me out of this wondering shell 
So that the truth I may apprehend 
I am tired of not making sense 
This is why I want to reason 
Because I feel that this essence 
ls a growing part of each season 
Sometimes I say things that are not true 
Though spare me of being called a phony. 
For some things I may falsely construe 
Yet I say them with my heart only. 
What one may say 
Will not be of enough good 
For actions can better portray 
What words only could 
To you I have come with a rose 
As amends for my lack of awareness 
For I feel awful for what this loss could pose 
And to you I have asked for forgiveness 
I will not speak words as my sole act 
For I will instead act upon a word 
That may be the only way to interact 
A measure our relationship must afford 
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I cannot. .. but in sorrow 
By Rachel Lawson 
Feelings of my heart may have led you to be mad 
And thus it is why I address in written verse. 
As a remedy for my making you sad 
And keeping this relationship from turning adverse 
I understand not why I have treated you like I have 
For it has not been the conduct of a gentleman 
That is why I need to speak on my behalf 
And address to you those regretful flaws of mine 
1 am sorry from the deepest foundation of my heart 
For I am not worthy of a friend like you 
Yet still you keep me close to heart 
And for this I must be obliged to you 
I ask your heart for the forgiveness of mine 
And to you I declare a soulful debt 
Redemption and understanding are both entwined 
For change of heart I must profess 
In a way I may be a nuisance 
Because I see a sister in you 
For all of that you are in essence 
Therefore sister am I that to you? 
Surrounding myself with a peace that passes all understanding 
Yet I found I'd rather be abused by mortal touches and thoughts 
Given a promise to be loved beyond maternal and paternal 
Beyond in love with 
Beyond through love 
I have been given forever in existence 
I have died for you type love 
And I find myself accepting 
I will hold you tonight and betray you tomorrow 
Offered a chan~e to sip a flowing blood that can enter my body and give me eternal joy, peace and a life 
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Yet I'd rather drink something so bitter and foul 
Something so horrible that it makes me hide from my terrors in the day and face them in the dark silent night 
I could live in peace or sorrow 
And I can ' t understand why I end up picking to live in sorrow 
Pretty brown eyes 
By Cherita Borders 
Smooth skin framing 
Soft features - covered by a 
Pale complexion 
That is covered with a darker beauty that only I can see 
I swear your eyes were green the other day 
They sneak into my dreams 
Appearing as Angels- guiding me towards you 
but you just stare 
with - these 
Pretty brown eyes 
Covering the paleness of a conversation that never takes place 
They still appear, even in the darkest night and 
I wonder why you stare so much 
Saying everything in silence 
I want to speak but that's not your style 
Moon lit eyes, unmasking me and uncovering my true intentions 
One - glance - at - a - time 
And those strange eyes are guiding me into your heart 
If only in a dream ... 
And I still see them, the prettiest brown eyes ... 
Wondering 
By Aprille Young 
Wondering if it is you that my heart has been yearning for 
Wondering if you are my enchanted love 
Wondering why it took my heart so long to notice what my eyes had already seen 
Wondering if it is you that I adore 
Everything in my body says yes, 
But my mind doesn't know which way to go 
Wondering should I follow my heart or what my mind tells me to do 
Wondering is it wrong to be with you 
Is it wrong to hold you at night? 
To kiss you with passion and tenderness, 
To caress you, 
To be one with you 
This time I will follow my heart and let second thoughts float away 
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Now I'm wondering where you are, 
When will I see you again? 
I tell myself always, even in my dreams. 
You seem to compliment me in every way. 
You complete me. 
Now I no longer wonder. 
Saddened By You 
By Tish 
Saddened By you 
Because I expect so much 
And you are never true 
Longing for your touch 
What am I to do? 
Hurting because I am dumb 
Believing in trust 
My body is numb 
Because I fell for lust 




Sent from heaven above 
I am all blue 
Because I am saddened by you 
Spring Break 
Paraiso 
by Megan Ware 
The meaning of life, how many times have we asked ourselves this question 
Without taking into consideration other peoples' strife. 
Our proliferation of needless things that make life more cluttered 
But society tells us that we need certain things to be happy, 
But I know the truth. 
Would you like to know? 
Come with me. 
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Take a journey with me to a place where you literally have your head in the clouds ... 
A journey to a place of white sand beaches, blue waters, flowing waterfalls, 
Green trees and clean air. .. 
Come with me to Paraiso, or "paradise". 
See paradise through the eyes of the people who live there. 
The ones who work to preserve it because nature is more important than money. 
The idea sounds foreign to us, 
Because we are caught up. 
Caught up in the flow of money, money and more money. 
Spending it even when we don't have it. 
Ignorance is not bliss. 
It's just easy to miss the truth when you 're blinded 
By so many myths ... 
Which is why we need reminders. 
We need to be reminded that some of the most beautiful places on earth, 
Have some of the worst poverty. 
But what is poverty? 
Too often we make the mistake of judging people based on their material goods. 
Here we make judgments on who we like based on if they stay laced. 
The poorest countries are the richest in love, and we must decipher what is truly important. 
If it is underlined with monetary value, odds are .... 
The world is full oflies and treason, we must grasp this concept before it's too late. 
The meaning of why we are here, and question what we think makes us happy. 
And if it does, then why? 
The simple way of life is not necessarily the easiest, but it is the best. 
We have to remember that because, we will have to pay for all our transgressions. 
On that fateful Judgment Day. 
But He promised us this, 
that if you succeed, you won't have to travel to the Dominican Republic to get to Paraiso. 
Civil Rights Tour 
by Teanna Downs 
Going on the Civil Rights Tour this year was the best decision I could have made. Never in my life 
have I felt so connected to the past than I did on this trip. It was a breathtaking experience. I was able to see 
things in a different perspective. There are just some things you cannot learn in the classroom, and this trip 
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proved that. I know the history of the Civil Rights Movement, but this trip made me realize there is so much 
more to know than just the who, what, when, where and why. We went to Atlanta, Montgomery, Selma, 
Birmingham, and Memphis. In each city we visited the museums and memorials that are there to 
commemorate the Civil Rights Movement. It cannot be said enough, that all these people were just ordinary 
people of all walks of life that decided there was a wrong that needed to be undone in the social system of 
our nation. They sacrificed their lives to change things so that the future generations would not have to go 
through the injustices that they had endured for centuries. 
The Civil Rights Movement was a great time that helped shaped many new beliefs, but it is not a 
movement that I feel ended with the death of King. Maybe there was an official end to the movement, but to 
this day there are many injustices being done to people throughout the United States and especially 
throughout the world. This is an experience everyone should experience because it makes you see how 
human these people were and why they did what they did. It was not just Black people fighting for equal 
rights for Blacks. It was a multitude of different people from all over the world fighting for the equality of all 
humans. In the South, White supremacist skilled anyone who stood in the way of what they wanted to do 
Black or White. This trip brought to life all of these faithful martyrs that died fighting for what they knew in 
their hearts was right. I am so grateful for these wonderful shining people. We were also able to encounter 
people that were alive and an art of the movement. These people made me realize even more so how much I 
want to have my mark on this world for the better. 
What's Really Going On!?!? 
*This section of the Black Perspective is dedicated to allowing students to voice their opinion; however, the 
staff of the Black Perspective does not necessarily share all views held. 
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The Diary of Chamita Monique 
Sometimes I wonder what life's about 
Sometimes I wonder why the lights are out 
Sometimes I wonder why I like to shout 
Sometimes I wonder, what the lies are about 
Sometimes I see things I shouldn't have seen 
Sometimes I wonder why, I'm a hood and a fiend 
Sometimes I look at what I've become and cry 
Sometimes I, get on that******** and be ready to die 
Sometimes an**** that's yo' man might get it 
Sometimes even though it's sweet, if you ain't wit it 
Sometimes the pain is too much to BEAR 
Sometimes it RAINS too much to care 
Sometimes if you, don't watch yo' back it'll cost you 
Sometimes you wonder, who would give a**** if they lost you 
Yet sometimes the sun shines around the clock 
But sometimes it's dark, and hell is hot 
~DMX "Sometimes" 
Sometimes this is what I think about. And in these times I wonder is this really what life's about? ls 
this what I was put on Earth to witness? I mean I could be ghost for most of my time but that's not practical 
really. I want to be out and be involved and think I'm doing something that makes a difference but I'm not 
sure how much difference I'm really making or able to make when it seems like things are just getting worse 
around me. I know some thing's I can't change but at some junction I want to be able to influence people and 
situations to make them better in the end. I know that I can't tell grown people what to do but 
**** ... somebody needs to tell this people something! While people are out here making****** of 
themselves and all kind of other stuff, no one is saying anything though everyone has noticed. Something's 
gotta give. I'm really tempted to just drive home next weekend and say forget work, concerts, and whatever 
else because I'm honestly sick of being down here right now. My cursing is getting worse as the days go on 
because I'm just always irritated at something or another, and I'm always on the defense. Right now I don't 
think too many people can say anything to me without getting a smart*** answer. I guess I'm just in that 
kind of mood, and I've let so much stuff build up without saying anything that now its finally just coming to 
the surface. I've been calling people female dogs like it's their birth given name around here. I just don't 
give a damn. People out here be on some completely different stuff and can't understand that I don't want to 
be on their level. I'm not better than anyone or holier than thou but I do feel like I'm on a higher level of 
understanding than a lot of people out here and that's evident through a lot of the actions and stuff that go on 
around this mutha. 
Moving on .. .I'm a little frustrated that "black males" are continually being reported as assaulting 
people on the campus. I look at it 2 ways .. .if black men are coming on to campus from the city or whatever 
and assaulting the white people it's real messed up because though it's recognized that they're not from 
campus, they are going to make it harder for the black men and black people in general on campus. Its only 
about 200 ofus around here and less than half of that is male so I mean**** we're outnumbered like a 
mutha and soon these people gonna start pickin us out one by one or in groups and just gettin us back for the 
stuff that these random people are comin in and doing to them ... we already #1 suspect anytime something 
goes down anyway so this will just give UD 5-0 a better reason to stop us for no **** reason. On the other 
hand, if all these assaults weren't by black men, I'm super heated that they were falsely reported and even 
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more that they allowed a false report and ID to go into the student newspaper. I thought we went through all 
that racial stuff at the beginning of the year for a reason. Now people just gonna walk around being scared if 
black people walk in groups of 3 or more. So be aware black people if you walk in groups, put some space 
or something between you and the other people, and stay quiet when you're passing by someone; otherwise 
you might be in the paper next! 
On another note I have two more semesters ti! I'm out this school for GOOD!!! I've decided that 
when I get my diploma l'ma break out the megaphone and scream "I'm rich trick!" and walk off the stage 
and right out the door. I might stay here and go to grad school but really I just want to pack all my stuff up 
and move to Texas and worry about school and jobs and whatever else when I get there ... hopefully I'll be 
able to find a job that will be willing to pay for me to get my Master' s degree; that would be just lovely. And 
why Texas you ask? Because I know none of you people will be there. And even if you are Texas is a big 
state, its like 7+ hours from one side of the state to another, so what's the chance that you're going to be in 
the same city or area that I'm in? It's a very very small chance, especially since no one that I know is really 
willing to leave the great state of Ohio. They would rather stay around this cold, dreary place and rep they 
city like Petey Pablo ... like that is still going to be a big deal when you 're 30. Get a life! Damn .. .that may 
have come off a little angrier than I wanted it to but oh well it felt good. Now, before I end I just have one 
question ... How are you going to volunteer to have an after party to something when you don 't have nothing 
for the party? I mean how you gonna pop up and say I'm having a COL Apollo Night After party, when only 
UD people will be there so its not really COL related, and I put money on the fact that you're not even going 
to COL stuff, AND you need people to donate things just so your party can go down? If people can get away 
with that then I have an announcement to make! I'M HAVING A GOSPEL CHOIR AFTERP ARTY NEXT 
WEEK ON THE 3RD FROM WHENEVER YOU GET THERE TIL WHENEVER YOU LEA VE BUT I 
DONT HA VE $ FOR THE DRINKS, MUSIC, SPEAKERS, A DJ, OR EVEN A PLACE TO THROW IT! 
SO WHY DONT YOU POSSEE UP WITH YOUR PEOPLE AND FIND ALL THAT FOR ME? 
OTHERWISE WE MIGHT BE IN TROUBLE TROUBLE .. LOL 
Whats Up Next in Sports by Daniel Saravia 
With the end of the NCAA men ' s basketball season, we wonder what ' s up next in sports. We have 
some decent candidates for sports entertainment. Baseball has opened up, and it will be interesting to see 
what happens with all the winter moves teams made. The Yankees look to have bought themselves a 
championship after acquiring Alex Rodriguez, but they have some teams to look out for such as the Boston 
Red Sox, and the Chicago Cubs. But with 162 games in the season, you wonder what can you watch before 
the Baseball playoff race begins. Well why not the NBA playoffs? It is some of the longest playoffs in 
Professional sports. They go from mid April to Mid June. But they will not be boring. The Western 
Conference is stacked with talented teams. The most talented underdog team right now is the Memphis 
Grizzlies . In the east there is a lot of talent in Detroit, Indiana, and yeah out of nowhere in Cleveland who is 
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fighting for that last playoff spot, but the championship will still go to the West and it will be either the 
Kings or the Timberwolves. 
So with the end of the NBA season and the beginning of the MLB, there is plenty to entertain 
everyone for a few months at least. 
More than just music 
More than just Music 
By Rachel Lawson 
Although I myself enjoy basically all types of music, or at least I can listen to basically at least one 
song from each genre and appreciate what it has to offer, I am tired of the same old songs on the radio and 
music videos on television. Since I am not one who knocks something without offering something in its 
place, the following is a list of songs, old and new that I feel represent TRUE music (in no exact order). 
1 )Outkast-every song by them!!!!!! ! ! 
2)1ndia Arie-Talk to her 
3)1sley Brothers-Living for the love of you 
4)Jamie Foxx-Light a Candle 
5)Brian McKnight-never felt this way 
6)Kanye West-Space Ship 
7)Ramz-Make me say it again 
8)Musiq-Love 
9)Michael Jackson and Janet Jackson-Scream 
1 0)Alicia Keys- butterflies 
11 )Al Green- Love and Happiness 
12)Ludacris- Roll out 
13)Tweet-Smoking Cigarettes 
14)Dead Prez- Mind Sex 
15)G-unit-F ootprint 
Get up! Get out! Do something! 
Did you make a New Year's Resolution to quit or cut down drinking or 
smoking? 
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If you're having difficulty keeping that resolution and you want a safe environment to talk 
about it, "On Tap" is the place to do it. We meet every Wednesday at7pm in Liberty Hall 
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University of Dayton-Non-Denominational Worship Service 
Immaculate Conception Chapel 
2:30 pm 
Bible Study 
-Every Thursday @ 7:00 pm in DSP 
Christ Community Bible Church 
3526 DetroitAvenue 
274-8600 
Omega Baptist Church 
1821 EmersonAve. 
278-1006 
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The end of the Spring Term for 2004 is almost here, and it's time to plan for the closure of what we hope 
was a successful school year. Following are instructions designed to simplify and expedite your departure 
from University Residence Halls/ Apartments/Suites. 
BUILDING CLOSINGS 
1. Non graduating residents are expected to depart 24 hours after their last exam, but not later than 
12:00 Noon on Saturday, May 1, 2004. 
2. Graduating Seniors are expected to leave by Noon on Monday, May 3, 2004. 
3. "Dayton to Daytona" students must remove personal items from residence halls and apartments 
before May 1, 2004. 
4. Students who need to remain in campus housing beyond the above time frames must complete an 
application for early arrival/extended stay online at http://housing.udayton.edu by April 23, 2004. If 
approved, a charge of $25 per night will be assessed. Temporary housing will be available in Founders Hall. 
Those students remaining without approval will be subject to disciplinary actions and associated charges and 
fines. 
5. Mail services will end in all Residence Halls on Wednesday, April 28, 2004. 
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